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                  Durham Wildlife Trust is a nature conservation charity. It owns and manages 50 nature reserves throughout the North East region, providing special places for people, for wildlife and for future generations.
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                  There are lots of ways to get involved in our work. Volunteer, become a member, book a school visit or support one of our campaigns. 
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                  Visit one of our nature reserves located across the region or take a walk and stop for a coffee and cake at one of our fabulous coffee shops located in our visitor centres at Rainton Meadows and Low Barns.
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            Identify garden birds

        

        

    
    
        Can you spot Britain's top ten garden birds in your garden? Find out how to identify common garden birds and how you can attract birds to your garden.
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            Garden warbler

        

        

    
    
        A plain-looking warbler, the garden warbler is a summer visitor to the UK. It is a shy bird and is most likely to be heard, rather than seen, in woodland and scrub habitats.
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        Unsurprisingly, the garden bumblebee can be found in the garden, buzzing around flowers like foxgloves, cowslips and red clover. It is quite a large, scruffy-looking bee, with a white tail. It…
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        Nicolas is a farmer who loves wildlife. Through his passion he has grown a successful bird seed business, and in partnership with The Wildlife Trusts has helped to raise £1 million for…
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        Have you ever stopped to look at the shape of a spider web? Garden spiders spin a spiral shaped web, perfect for catching lots of juicy prey!
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        Read the top tips for gardening for wildlife in all seasons from Durham Wildlife Trust
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            Black garden ant

        

        

    
    
        The black garden ant is the familiar and abundant small ant that lives in gardens, but also turns up indoors searching for sugary food. In summer, winged adults, or 'flying ants', swarm…
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        The garden tiger is an attractive, brown-and-white moth of sand dunes, woodland edges, meadows and hedgerows; it will also visit gardens. In decline, it is suffering from the 'tidying up…
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            Put your garden to the test!

        

        

    
    
        Our two-minute survey can score your garden and offer ideas to make it even better for wildlife, but why is this so important?
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        Rowan loves the fresh smell and sight of the buttercups in the wildflower meadows at Besthorpe. It's a special place because there are precious few spots like this where she can spend time…


    




  

    
    

    
                    Action
            


    
            
            How to feed birds in your garden 

        

        

    
    
        Find out how to attract birds into your garden all year round.
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            Tadpoles  and  spawn   in  garden  ponds

        

        

    
    
        Concerned  abut  too  many  tadpoles  in  your  pond?  During  the  spring  frogs  return  to  ponds to  breed  and  lay  eggs  (spawn)  in  high  concentrations.  It  is  perfectly  natural  to  have  a  high number  of  frogs  laying  eggs  and  therefore  a  large  amount  of  spawn  in  your  pond.  A  high proportion  of  these  eggs  will  be  eaten  by  other  wildlife  and  of  the  survivors  high competition  for  food  will  ensure  only  the  strongest  individuals  survive.  Only  about  1  in  50 eggs  will  progress  to  froglet  stage  to  leave  the  pond.  There  is  no  need  to  worry  that  your pond  is  over  populated  with  spawn  or  tadpoles,  instead  sit  back  and  enjoy  watching  nature unfold  in  your  garden.   
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