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                  Durham Wildlife Trust is a nature conservation charity. It owns and manages 50 nature reserves throughout the North East region, providing special places for people, for wildlife and for future generations.
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                  There are lots of ways to get involved in our work. Volunteer, become a member, book a school visit or support one of our campaigns. 
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                  Visit one of our nature reserves located across the region or take a walk and stop for a coffee and cake at one of our fabulous coffee shops located in our visitor centres at Rainton Meadows and Low Barns.
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            Bilberry bumblebee

        

        

    
    
        This beautiful bumblebee favours upland areas, but has declined in recent decades and is now nationally scarce.



    




  

    
    

    
                    Species
            


    
            
            Heath bumblebee

        

        

    
    
        The Heath bumblebee is not only found on heathland, but also in gardens and parks. It nests in small colonies of less than 100 workers in all kinds of spots, such as old birds' nests, mossy…
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        Unsurprisingly, the garden bumblebee can be found in the garden, buzzing around flowers like foxgloves, cowslips and red clover. It is quite a large, scruffy-looking bee, with a white tail. It…
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        The Tree bumblebee is a new arrival to the UK. First recorded here in 2001, it is slowly spreading north. It prefers open woodland and garden habitats and can be found nesting in bird boxes and…
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        One of our prettiest and smallest bumble bees, the early bumblebee has a bright orange tail and lemon-yellow bands on its body. It is very common and can be found in all kinds of habitats in early…
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            Red-tailed bumblebee

        

        

    
    
        Living up to its name, the red-tailed bumblebee is black with a big, red 'tail'.
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            Buff-tailed bumblebee

        

        

    
    
        Spot these giants of the bumblebee world during springtime. They can be seen buzzing from flower to flower getting their pollen fix.
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            White-tailed bumblebee

        

        

    
    
        Living up to its name, the white-tailed bumblebee is black-and-yellow bee with a bright white 'tail'. A social bumble bee, it can be found nesting in gardens and woods, and on farmland…
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            Bumblebee mimic hoverfly

        

        

    
    
        This furry hoverfly does an impressive job of impersonating a bee.
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            How to identify bumblebees

        

        

    
    
        In Britain we have around 270 species of bee. These include solitary bees, bumblebees and honeybees. You can identify some of the common bumblebees you see buzzing around parks and gardens using our guide.
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        The best plants for bumblebees! Bees are important pollinating insects, but they are under threat. You can help them by planting bumblebee-friendly flowers.
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        Birds are some of nature’s best builders and engineers, discover all about nests with Durham Wildlife Trust
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